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of Rochdale, distributive co-operative societies; but they
did not attain to the ideal of consumers* co-operation
except in so far as they broke away from the teaching of
their master,
"The co-operative association, in so far as it aims at
doing away with profit, will stand as the most important
result of Owen's work and is worthy of his fame,"
wrote Charles Gide in his Histoire des Doctrines economiquesJ-
But in the following lines he explains that the term
"co-operation" was formerly used in quite a different
sense from its present meaning, and Owen meant by it
nothing less than Communism. "As for consumers'
co-operative societies in the form of shops, Owen not only
did not claim paternity for them, but expressly disowned
them as representative of his system."3 The case seems
sufficiently proved; to hail Owen as the father of the
modern co-operative movement, even on its producing
side, is a very daring and, for Charles Gide, a very
generous assertion.
Have the claims of Owen's contemporary, Charles
Fourier, any more ground in this matter? Charles Gide,
who has a sort of filial veneration for this author—for on
his own showing it was Fourier who decided him to
become an economist—always regarded the French
Socialist as the inventor, or at least the precursor, of the
idea and the doctrine of co-operation. It always seems to
us that Gide's gratitude to the famous Utopian led him
to undue admiration. Here again his excessive modesty
can be demonstrated by referring to some of his own
statements.	%
Gide wrote somewhere that "while we may not find in
Fourier*s works the terms 'co-operation* or 'consumers*
societies' we find something better, namely, the actual
definition of a consumers* co-operative society, under
another name, it is true, that of 'Community Store/"
The Community Store was to provide everybody with
all the home and foreign produce they required at
the lowest possible price, cutting out all middlemen^
1 First edition, p. 279.

